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drew her to himself, the Virgin received her, and
she sought saint Joseph. She was born with a spirit
of devotion toward the blessed Virgin; that was the
first milk which she imbibed. Her good [168] mother
dedicated and consecrated her from her cradle to
that Queen of the Angels, and made her pass her
first infancy in that piety. We have said that the
name Marie was given her with this intent, that it
was as sugar to her mouth, whenever she pronounced
it, and that her ears and her heart always felt a new
pleasure when she was called by the beautiful name
Marie. This joy arose from the love that she bore
that Queen of the Angels, and it may be said this love
was a jealous love; for she could not bear that others
should not have frequent recourse to, and great con-
fidence in, her whose goodness she so often experi-
enced. To her she attributed her pious education in
her early youth, her desires to belong to God and
draw others to him, her calling in an order laboring
for the salvation of souls, the love of her dear son,
her deliverance from her difficulties and tempta-
tions,— in a word, all the graces and favors that she
received from the goodness of her dear child. She
often said that, from her birth up to the age of
twenty years, every day, every week, and every
month of her [169] life had been consecrated to her
in a very special manner. By the love and confi-
dence which she had in the blessed Virgin, she was
delivered from that low and selfish love that she bore
her parents. The hallowed and unfettered Love that
she had for them afterward was only an imitation of
the love which that Princess cherished for her sov-
ereign lord. If she obeyed her Rules, it was in a
union of the obedience which that amiable Mother


